
WHAT IS THE FOREST 
STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL?



AT  A  G L A N C E

Today we lead the world’s most rigorous and trusted forest certification system
FSC defines responsible forest management and verifies sustainable sourcing of products

27
years of operation

210+
million certified

hectares of forest

1100+
Individuals and organizations 
make up our governing body

89 
countries represented 

in membership

1,500+
companies certified to 
promote the FSC label

56%
of consumers globally 
recognize the FSC label

50K+
certifications that 

verify sustainable sourcing

#1
most recognized, trusted 

and rigorous forest 
certification scheme 
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BY NGOs BY CONSUMERS BY BUSINESSES

54%
of global consumers trust FSC to 

protect the world’s forests, above 
all actors including governments, 

companies, and individuals.

Trusted by NGOs, consumers and businesses 

Source: 2021 Global Consumer Research …chosen by 1000s of global brands
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FSC is uniquely supported by 
the world’s most trusted environmental 

organizations.

FSC is the preferred certification scheme 
for companies and the most used by 

members of the Fortune 500. 



WHY CHOOSE FSC



A small label making a big impact
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When you purchase FSC-labelled products, you’re helping forests, and 
the people that rely on them, thrive by supporting:

Zero deforestation

Trees are harvested 
responsibly so there is 
no net loss of forest over 
time. Reversing 
deforestation is crucial 
to fighting climate 
change.

Safeguarding intact and 
endangered forests

Forests with irreplaceable 
values, such as old-growth 
forests, are identified and 
maintained.

Fair wage and work 
environment

All workers are provided 
with proper training, 
adequate safety 
protocols, and fair 
wages.

Biodiversity 
preservation

Plant and animal 
species are protected.

Indigenous and 
community rights

Local communities living in 
and around forest areas 
are consulted, and their 
legal and cultural rights to 
land and forest resources 
are respected.



FSC IS THE MOST RECOGNIZED  
FOREST-CERTIFICATION SCHEME

Source: GlobeScan 2021 Consumer Research;
Total global sample (n=12,000) across 15 markets

Seen often

Seen occasionally  

Never Seen

Not Sure

33%

28%

23%
16
%

56%
of global consumers  
recall seeing the  FSC
label.

No other
forest-certification  
tested came  higher
globally.
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Consumers who know FSC show high levels of
advocacy and purchase impact

Definitely would Probably would Maybe Probably wouldn’t Definitely wouldn’t

Q13. Based on your knowledge of FSC, how likely are you to do the following?  Base: 
Seen FSC (n=6,827)

Over six in ten say they would definitely/probably pay more for an FSC labelled product
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FSC and market transition

• Voluntary schemes can make a big difference on the ground

• FSC’s core strength is co-creation of practical solutions to 
improve the management of world’s forests

• Through FSC’s standards, these solutions will be 
implemented on the ground

• FSC can not solve all forest-related problems in the world, 
but we can be a catalyst towards more sustainable world



• Forest certification needs to evolve in time to 
be relevant

• FSC’s Global Strategy for 2021-2026 sets the 
direction

• Achieving 2050 vision requires new tools:

• Ecosystem service certification

• Restoration toolbox

• New climate solutions

• New circularity tool

• New approaches to new value chains

The change FSC pursues
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Forest Stewardship Council®

FSC ® International

FSC® 001000

www.fsc.org

Thank you

http://www.youtube.com/user/fsccanada?feature=results_main
https://twitter.com/fsc_canada
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fsccanada/
https://www.instagram.com/fsc_canada/?hl=en
http://www.facebook.com/pages/FSC-Canada/183332455018035

