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What would be the name of Iceland without an ice?



Tourism and climate change

• Future tourism may expect various impacts as a 
result of climate change:

• more extreme weather events, 

• increasing risks (instability, flooding, etc.)

• increasing insurance costs and safety concerns, 

• biodiversity loss

• Biodiversity, is particularly important in a changing 
climate in which loss of biodiversity reduces 
nature’s resilience
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Tourism and biodiversity (loss)

• Biodiversity is thus vital for tourism 

• Understanding the relationship
between tourism and biodiversity is 
particularly important in the North
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Tourism major threats to biodiversity

• Physical pressure from visitors and tourism infrastructures

• Increased impact from hikers, bikers, runners/marathons, 
horses, ATVs, snowmobiles, 4WD, etc.

• Wildlife disturbance

• Invasive species 

• Mass tourism developments 

• Lack of holistic planning and management

• Social media



Tourism development in the Nordic

• Today – Arctic is the new exotic 

• Tourism one of the fastest growing economic 
sectors in the Arctic

• The rapid growth of tourism been welcomed 
and seen as a positive counteraction in rural 
communities that have been facing 
outmigration
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Tourism development in the Nordic

• Local communities often do not benefit from the 
tourism expansion, instead suffer from increasing 
environmental impacts and disruption of 
everyday life and traditional activities

• Increased tourism => increased impact 
(economic, environmental and social)
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Nordic solutions – how to find a balance 
between tourism vs. climate and 

biodiversity impacts?

• Tourism is a driver for jobs creation and the 
promotion of local culture and products

• Tourism is also a driver of change
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Nordic solutions …

• How can we secure sustainable and responsible 

consumption and production?

• How responsible is our tourism?

• How sustainable is our tourism?

• Responsible tourism is about using tourism

- rather than being used by it
- to activate sustainable development
- to increase residents’ wellbeing



How to reach responsibility?

The core principles of sustainability

• Long term thinking

• Holistic thinking
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Action to be taken to increase wellbeing 
from tourism

• Plan for quality not quantity

• Holistic spatial planning

• Long term land use plan for tourism

• Research and monitor
– Understanding the causal relations between the 

different impact factors, and between usage and 
impacts is critical in sustainable planning
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Focal points in tourism planning

Focus is critical



Action to be taken … (cont.)

• Educate our visitors - change their 
behaviour towards low impact 
behaviour

• Give voice to local people – listen to 
the locals
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