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PREFACE
The global transition to high carbon materials and low carbon energy is a matter of
urgency.
As a key pathway in this transition, the bioeconomy also fosters economic growth and
generates new jobs. It helps in improving the balance of trade while reducing the
dependency on fossil energy.
To be effective in meeting these objectives, a primary defining condition for the
bioeconomy must be its contribution to long-term ecological sustainability and climate
change mitigation.
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1. SPEED UP THE TRANSFORMATION
 There is an urgent need to accelerate
a transformational shift to a global
bioeconomy.
 The development and adoption of
policy best practices is essential to
advance bioeconomy acceptance and
ensure biomass availability and
sustainability.
 We recommend forming an
international panel on bioeconomy to
feed into policy making and to foster
an effective science/policy dialogue.
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2. BASE BIOECONOMY ON CIRCULAR
ECONOMY
 Circular economy should form the
basis of bioeconomy.

 Resource-wise solutions are urgently
needed to safeguard the availability of
natural resources for world’s growing
population and for future generations.
 We recommend a system-level
assessment, going beyond
bioeconomy, including non-renewable
resource sectors, to promote rapid
integrated transformations towards a
more sustainable society.
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3. INVEST IN INNOVATIVE RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION
 There is a great need to invest in
innovative bioeconomy research both
at public and private sectors.
 Today’s lack of experts with extensive
understanding in different aspects of
bioeconomy must be met through
new means for holistic academic
education.
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4. TAKE RISKS TO BOOST NEW BIOECONOMY
SOLUTIONS
 We should take risks in bioeconomy
pilots, business models and
collaboration along the whole chain.
 Governments should support this risktaking.
 Besides bioenergy there is a need to
focus on higher value-added biobased products, e.g. lignin, graphene
and bio-composites that have the
potential to offer fully sustainable
solutions.
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5. ENHANCE PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING
 Fostering public understanding of
and support for this rapid
transition to an integrated
bioeconomy should be a priority
activity for governments, industry,
and civil society leaders.
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WEALTH FROM THE NORTHERN BIOECONOMY –
JOINT OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR BUSINESS
AND WELLBEING
Koli Forum was organised for the fourth time in September 2015. The aim of the Forum
is to raise awareness and emphasize the importance of sustainable use of natural
resources and opportunities available through bioeconomy.
Northern regions share many of the same challenges and opportunities in the
sustainable use of natural resources and in the transformation towards circular
economy. We invited high-level opinion leaders – policy makers, business people and
research scientists – from North-America, Europe, Russia, China and Japan to discuss
the common drivers and opportunities for innovation, business and policy
development.
How do we create favourable conditions for bio-based economy and new business
within the framework of sustainable development? This year’s Forum concluded with
the formulation of these Koli Theses – a joint statement on the steps needed towards a
resource-wise future.

The next Koli Forum will be held on June 6-8, 2017!
For more information visit www.koliforum.fi
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